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	Chapter 2 : Non-Tariff Measures

	Objective

APEC Economies will achieve free and open trade in the Asia-Pacific Region by :

(a) 
Progressively reducing non-tariff measures

(b) 
Ensuring the transparency of APEC economies’ respective non-tariff measures



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

(a) take into account, in the process of progressive reduction of non-tariff measures, intra-APEC trade trends, economic interests and sectors or products related to industries in which this process may have positive impact on trade and on economic growth in the Asia-Pacific region;

(b) ensure that the progressive reduction of non-tariff measures is not undermined by the application of unjustifiable measures; and

(c) consider extending, on a voluntary basis, to all APEC economies the benefits of reductions and eliminations of non-tariff measures.



	Collective Actions
APEC Economies have agreed to take collective actions to help achieve these goals.  These actions are contained in Collective Action Plans (CAPs) which are updated annually.  The current CAP relating to non-tariff measures can be found in the Tariffs and Non-Tariff Measures Collective Action Plan.



	Hong Kong, China's Approach to Non-Tariff Measures in 2000

Hong Kong, China does not apply any tariff quotas or surcharges, safeguards, anti-dumping or countervailing actions, concessionary export financing, export taxes, government-mandated countertrade, or trade-related subsidies or tax exemptions.  It does not have any voluntary export/import restraint arrangements, or operate any state-trading enterprises, and has no foreign exchange controls.

Hong Kong, China only maintains those non-tariff measures which are required to protect public health, safety, security and the environment, and to fulfil its obligations under international agreements.




Case Study of an NTM Reduction or Elimination Initiative

Hong Kong, China has removed frozen or chilled meat and poultry from the list of reserved commodities with effect from 1 August 2000 whereby importers of the commodities are no longer required to be registered as stockholders to keep a reserve stock and to submit monthly returns on imports, sales and storage.  Import licensing requirement for chilled or frozen meat and poultry is maintained for the purpose of protecting public health.  In addition, export licensing requirement was also lifted on 1 August 2000.

To facilitate the development of Hong Kong, China into an international and regional air cargo hub, the Air Cargo Transshipment (Facilitation) Ordinance came into effect on 26 May 2000, whereby certain categories of non-sensitive goods meeting the requirement of air transshipment cargo are exempted from import and export control requirements in the form of obtaining licences/permits.

Hong Kong, China has relaxed the requirements of registering as rice stockholders in order to import rice.  In 2000, the capital and financial requirements have been relaxed, and the residency requirement and cross-ownership restriction of rice stockholders to perform wholesale business have been removed.

	Hong Kong, China's Approach to Non-Tariff Measures in 2000

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Non-Tariff Measures Applied
	Further Improvements Planned

	Quantitative Import Restrictions/

Prohibitions


	Rice :

The optional quota system which has been in operation since 1997 has been enhanced whereby rice stockholders can have increased flexibility in determining the quantity of rice to import.

The quantity of reserve stock to be maintained by rice stockholders in proportion to their import quantity has been reduced in 2000.


	Rice :

Registered rice stockholders are obliged to import rice in accordance with the quotas allocated to them.  This is to ensure that there is a reserve stock for emergency situations or short term shortage of supplies.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/tid/faq/iel99.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Computers & General Licensing Branch

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5570; Fax : (852) 2395 5602

E-mail : ycchau@tid.gov.hk
Highly Endangered Species of Animals and Plants :

The import of the highly endangered species listed in Appendix I of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna is prohibited, so as to fulfil the obligations of Hong Kong, China under the Convention.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/afd/conserv/esp/pes.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Endangered Species Protection Division

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Tel : (852) 2150 6999; Fax : (852) 2376 3749

E-mail : afcdenq@afcd.gcn.gov.hk
Ozone-depleting Substances :

In accordance with the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer and its subsequent amendments, the import of ozone-depleting substances is either subject to quantitative restrictions or banned so as to protect the environment.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/epd/ehk99/home/English/ch9/p264frm.htm and http://www.info.gov.hk/tid/faq/iel99.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Computers & General Licensing Branch

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5559; Fax : (852) 2395 5602

E-mail : ycchau@tid.gov.hk
Asbestos (Amosite and Crocidolite) :

The import and sale of amosite and crocidolite, two toxic forms of asbestos, are banned, so as to protect public health.

The contact point for further information is :

Air Management Group

Environmental Protection Department

Tel : (852) 2594 6235; Fax : (852) 2827 8040

E-mail : enquiry@epd.gov.hk

	Short/Medium Term 

(2001 - 2005)

Rice :

Continue to enhance the optional quota system to give rice stockholders greater flexibility in determining their import level.

Continue to review the level of reserve stock and further reduce the level in 2001.

To achieve full liberalization of the rice trade and remove import quota by 2003.

Short/Medium/Long Term (2001 – 2010)

General :

To review the existing non-tariff measures in the light of advancement in technology, etc and remove measures rendered unnecessary by such advancement.

To streamline licensing and certification procedures where appropriate.



	Quantitative Export Restrictions/

Prohibitions


	No substantial changes took place in 2000.

	Highly Endangered Species of Animals and Plants :

The export of the highly endangered species listed in Appendix I of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna is prohibited, so as to fulfil the obligations of Hong Kong, China under the Convention.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/afd/conserv/esp/pes.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Endangered Species Protection Division

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Tel : (852) 2150 6999; Fax : (852) 2376 3749

E-mail : afcdenq@afcd.gcn.gov.hk
Textiles and Clothing :

There are quantitative restrictions on textiles and clothing exports to those countries which impose quotas on such products of Hong Kong, China.

More information can be found at http://info.gov.hk/tid.

The contact point for further information is :

Textiles Systems and Support Branch

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5510; Fax : (852) 2309 7744

E-mail : tidenq@tid.gcn.gov.hk

	Short/Medium Term 

(2001 - 2005)

Textiles and Clothing :

To abolish all import/export licensing requirements and quantitative export restrictions for textiles and clothing by 2005, upon the complete phasing out of quantitative restrictions imposed on Hong Kong, China under the WTO Agreement on Textiles and Clothing, unless justified under WTO agreements.

Short/Medium/Long Term 

(2001 - 2010)

General :

To review the existing non-tariff measures in the light of advancement in technology, etc and remove measures rendered unnecessary by such advancement.

To streamline licensing and certification procedures where appropriate.



	Import Levies


	Not applicable.

	Hong Kong, China does not collect levies on imports.

	No further action required.


	Export Levies


	Not applicable.
	Hong Kong, China does not collect levies on exports.

	No further action required.


	Discretionary Import Licensing


	General - Air Cargo Transshipment Facilitation :

The Air Cargo Transshipment (Facilitation) Ordinance came into effect on 26 May 2000, whereby certain categories of non-sensitive goods meeting the requirement of air transshipment cargo are exempted from the need to obtain licences/permits.

Rice :

The requirements of registering as rice stockholders in order to import rice are relaxed.  In 2000, the capital and financial requirements have been relaxed, and the residency requirement and cross-ownership restriction of rice stockholders to perform wholesale business have been removed.

Frozen or Chilled Meat and Poultry :

Frozen or chilled meat and poultry has been removed from the list of reserved commodities with effect from 1 August 2000 whereby importers of the commodities are no longer required to be registered as stockholders to keep a reserve stock and to submit monthly returns on imports, sales and storage.

	Rice :

Licences are required for the import (with quantitative stipulations) of rice.  Import licences for rice for local consumption are issued to registered rice stockholders only, who are obliged to import rice in accordance with the quotas allocated to them.  The purpose of these requirements is to ensure that there is a reserve stock for emergency situations or short term shortage of supplies.

More information can be found at http://info.gov.hk/tid/faq/iel99.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Computers & General Licensing Branch

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5570; Fax : (852) 2395 5602

E-mail : ycchau@tid.gov.hk
Frozen or Chilled Meat and Poultry :

Licences are required for the import of frozen or chilled meat and poultry to protect public health.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/fehd/safefood/control-foz-meat.html.

The contact point for further information is :

Food Surveillance and Certification Section

Food and Public Health Branch

Food and Environmental Hygiene Department

Tel : (852) 2867 5582; Fax : (852) 2521 4784

E-mail : skeiwong@fehd.gov.hk
Animals, Birds, Plants, Plant Pests and Soil :

Licences are required for the import of plants and written authorizations are required for the import of plant pests and soil to prevent the spread of plant pests.

Licences are required for the import of endangered species of animals and plants to fulfil the obligations of Hong Kong, China under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna.

Permits are required for the import and transshipment of live animals and birds to protect public and animal health, to provide for public safety and animal welfare, and to prevent cruelty to animals.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/afd/animal/index.htm.

The contact point for further information on the import of plants, plant pests and soil is :

Plant and Pesticides Regulatory Division

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Tel : (852) 2150 7000; Fax : (852) 2314 2622

E-mail : pprdafcd@netvigator.com
The contact point for further information on the import of animals is :

Import Control Section

Livestock Division

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Tel : (852) 2150 7070; Fax : (852) 2375 3563

E-mail : icpafd@netvigator.com
Textiles and Clothing :

Licences are required for the import of textiles and clothing so as to discharge the obligations of Hong Kong, China under international trade agreements.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/tid.

The contact point for further information is :

Computers & General Licensing Branch

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5464; Fax : (852) 2380 8504

E-mail : christinekchan@tid.gov.hk
Ozone-depleting Substances :

Licences are required for the import (with quantitative restrictions) of ozone-depleting substances, so as to protect the environment in accordance with the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer and its subsequent amendments.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/epd/ehk99/home/English/ch9/p264frm.htm and http://www.info.gov.hk/tid/faq/iel99.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Computers & General Licensing Branch

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5559; Fax : (852) 2395 5602

E-mail : ycchau@tid.gov.hk
Pesticides :

Licences/permits are required for the import of pesticides to protect public health.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/afd/animal/index.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Plant and Pesticides Regulatory Division

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Tel : (852) 2150 7007; Fax : (852) 2314 2622

E-mail : afcdras@netvigator.com
Controlled Chemicals :

Licences are required for the import of 25 controlled chemicals which can be used for the manufacture of dangerous drugs, so as to fulfil an international obligation under the United Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances, 1988.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/customs/licence/chemicals/index.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Enquiry Hot-line Team

Customs Intelligence and Liaison Bureau

Customs and Excise Department

Tel : (852) 2815 7711; Fax : (852) 2540 3334

E-mail : customeq@customs.gcn.gov.hk 

Pharmaceutical Products, Medicines, and Dangerous Drugs :

Licences are required for the import of pharmaceutical products, medicines, and dangerous drugs in order to protect public health and to fulfil the obligations of Hong Kong, China under international agreements.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/dh/main_ser/pharmac.htm and http://www.info.gov.hk/tid/faq/iel99.htm.

The contact points for further information are :

Pharmaceuticals Registration and Import/Export Control Section

Department of Health

Tel : (852) 2961 8781; Fax : (852) 2834 5117

E-mail : pharmadr@asiaonline.net
Computers & General Licensing Branch

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5559; Fax : (852) 2395 5602

E-mail : ycchau@tid.gov.hk
Optical Disc Mastering and Replication Equipment :

Licences are required for the import of optical disc mastering and replication equipment for tracing their movements and preventing the potential problem of copyright piracy at source.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/customs/licence/equipment/index.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Enquiry Hot-line Team

Customs Intelligence and Liaison Bureau

Customs and Excise Department

Tel : (852) 2815 7711; Fax : (852) 2540 3334

E-mail : customeq@customs.gcn.gov.hk
Sand :

Permits are required where any sand in excess of 100 kg is imported into Hong Kong or removed from one part of Hong Kong to another, so as to facilitate reviewing the requirement for sand extraction in the seabed of Hong Kong, and thereby protecting the seabed in Hong Kong.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/ced/eng/services/mq/minqua.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Chief Geotechnical Engineer

Mines & Quarries Division

Civil Engineering Department

Tel : (852) 2716 8640; Fax : (852) 2714 0193

E-mail : sgeq.mq@ced.gov.hk
Radioactive Substances and Irradiating Apparatuses :

Licences are required for the import of radioactive substances and irradiating apparatuses so as to protect public health and fulfil the obligations of Hong Kong, China under international agreements.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/tid/faq/iel99.htm.

The contact points for further information are :

The Radiation Board, Hong Kong

c/o Radiation Health Unit

Department of Health

Tel : (852) 2886 1551; Fax : (852) 2834 1224

E-mail : rhu@dh.gcn.gov.hk
Computers & General Licensing Branch

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5559; Fax : (852) 2395 5602

E-mail : ycchau@tid.gov.hk
Hazardous and Contaminated Waste :

Permits are required for the import of hazardous and contaminated waste in accordance with our obligations under the Basel Convention and to protect public health and the environment.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/epd/waste/index.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Waste and Water Management Group 

Environmental Protection Department

Tel : (852) 2755 5462; Fax : (852) 2305 0453

E-mail : epdwmg@hkstar.com
Dutiable Commodities :

Licences are required for the import of dutiable commodities (tobacco, liquors, methyl alcohol and hydrocarbon oils) so as to protect and collect the excise duty imposed on these commodities.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/customs/licence/commodities/index.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Enquiry Hot-line Team

Customs Intelligence and Liaison Bureau

Customs and Excise Department

Tel : (852) 2815 7711; Fax : (852) 2540 3334

E-mail : customeq@customs.gcn.gov.hk
Left Hand Drive Vehicles and Outboard Engines; and Motor Vehicles :

Licences are required for the import of left hand drive vehicles and outboard engines exceeding 111.9 kilowatts, so as to tackle smuggling of these products.  Licences are also required for the import of motor vehicles for use in Hong Kong so as to ensure collection of first registration tax on such vehicles.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/customs/licence/left/index.htm, http://www.info.gov.hk/customs/licence/motor/index.htm and http://www.info.gov.hk/customs/licence/outboard/index.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Enquiry Hot-line Team

Customs Intelligence and Liaison Bureau

Customs and Excise Department

Tel : (852) 2815 7711; Fax : (852) 2540 3334

E-mail : customeq@customs.gcn.gov.hk
Strategic Commodities :

Licences are required for the import of strategic commodities such as arms and ammunition, radio transmitting equipment, explosives etc, so as to protect public safety and security, and/or to comply with international agreements.

More information can be found at http://info.gov.hk/tid/faq/strategic.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Strategic Trade Controls Branch

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5639; Fax : (852) 2396 3070

E-mail : helencheng@tid.gov.hk
	Short/Medium Term 

(2001 - 2005)

Rice :

Continue to review and relax the requirements for registration as rice importers until full liberalization by 2003 when all interested parties can register as rice importers.

Textiles and Clothing :

To abolish all import/export licensing requirements and quantitative export restrictions for textiles and clothing by 2005, upon the complete phasing out of quantitative restrictions imposed on Hong Kong, China under the WTO Agreement on Textiles and Clothing, unless justified under WTO agreements.

Short/Medium/Long Term 

(2001 - 2010)

General :

To review the existing non-tariff measures in the light of advancement in technology, etc and remove measures rendered unnecessary by such advancement.

To streamline licensing and certification procedures where appropriate.

	Automatic Import Licensing


	Not applicable.

	Hong Kong, China does not maintain any automatic import licensing requirements.

	No further action required.

	Discretionary Export Licensing


	General –  Air Cargo Transshipment Facilitation :

The Air Cargo Transshipment (Facilitation) Ordinance came into effect on 26 May 2000, whereby certain categories of non-sensitive goods meeting the requirement of air transshipment cargo are exempted from the need to obtain licences/permits.

Frozen or Chilled Meat and Poultry :

Decontrolled frozen or chilled meat and poultry as reserved commodities.  The export licensing requirement of these commodities was lifted on 1 August 2000.


	Rice :

Licences are required for the export of rice to ensure that there is a reserve stock for emergency situations or short term shortage of supplies.

More information can be found at http://info.gov.hk/tid/faq/iel99.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Computers & General Licensing Branch

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5570; Fax : (852) 2395 5602

E-mail : ycchau@tid.gov.hk
Frozen or Chilled Meat and Poultry :

Previously, licences were required for the export of frozen or chilled meat and poultry to protect public health and to provide a reserve stock for emergency situations or short term shortage of supplies.  On 1 August 2000, this requirement was lifted.

Animals, Birds and Plants :

Licences are required for the export of endangered species of animals and plants to fulfil the obligations of Hong Kong, China under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna.

Special permits are required for the export of protected wild animals, parts of a protected wild animal, or the nests or eggs of a protected wild animal, taken in Hong Kong.

Permits may be required for the export of live animals and birds to protect public and animal health, to provide for public safety and animal welfare, and to prevent cruelty to animals.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/afd/conserv/esp/pes.htm and http://www.info.gov.hk/afd/animal/index.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Tel : (852) 2150 6666; Fax : (852) 2311 3731

E-mail : afcdenq@afcd.gcn.gov.hk
Textiles and Clothing :

Licences are required for the export of textiles and clothing so as to discharge the obligations of Hong Kong, China under international trade agreements.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/tid.

The contact point for further information is :

Textiles Systems and Support Branch

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5510; Fax : (852) 2309 7744

E-mail : tidenq@tid.gcn.gov.hk
Ozone-depleting Substances :

Licences are required for the export of ozone-depleting substances, so as to protect the environment in accordance with the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer and its subsequent amendments.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/epd/ehk99/home/English/ch9/p264frm.htm and http://www.info.gov.hk/tid/faq/iel99.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Computers & General Licensing Branch

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5559; Fax : (852) 2395 5602

E-mail : ycchau@tid.gov.hk
Pesticides :

Licences are required for the export of pesticides to protect public health.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/afd/animal/index.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Plant and Pesticides Regulatory Division

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Tel : (852) 2150 7007; Fax : (852) 2314 2622

E-mail : afcdras@netvigator.com
Controlled Chemicals :

Licences are required for the export of 25 controlled chemicals which can be used for the manufacture of dangerous drugs, so as to fulfil an international obligation under the United Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances, 1988.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/customs/licence/chemicals/index.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Enquiry Hot-line Team

Customs Intelligence and Liaison Bureau

Customs and Excise Department

Tel : (852) 2815 7711; Fax : (852) 2540 3334

E-mail : customeq@customs.gcn.gov.hk
Pharmaceutical Products, Medicines, and Dangerous Drugs :

Licences are required for the export of pharmaceutical products, medicines, and dangerous drugs in order to protect public health and to fulfil the obligations of Hong Kong, China under international agreements.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/dh/main_ser/pharmac.htm and http://info.gov.hk/tid/faq/iel99.htm.

The contact points for further information are :

Pharmaceuticals Registration and Import/Export Control Section

Department of Health

Tel : (852) 2961 8781; Fax : (852) 2834 5117

E-mail : pharmadr@asiaonline.net
Computers & General Licensing Branch

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5559; Fax : (852) 2395 5602

E-mail : ycchau@tid.gov.hk
Optical Disc Mastering and Replication Equipment :

Licences are required for the export of optical disc mastering and replication equipment for tracing their movements and preventing the potential problem of copyright piracy at source.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/customs/licence/equipment/index.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Enquiry Hot-line Team

Customs Intelligence and Liaison Bureau

Customs and Excise Department

Tel : (852) 2815 7711; Fax : (852) 2540 3334

E-mail : customeq@customs.gcn.gov.hk
Television Sets and Video Cassette Recorders/Players :

Licences are required for the export of television sets and video cassette recorders/players by small vessels less than 250 gross tons, so as to tackle smuggling of these products.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/customs/licence/carriage/index.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Enquiry Hot-line Team

Customs Intelligence and Liaison Bureau

Customs and Excise Department

Tel : (852) 2815 7711; Fax : (852) 2540 3334

E-mail : customeq@customs.gcn.gov.hk
Hazardous and Contaminated Waste :

Permits are required for the export of hazardous and contaminated waste in accordance with our obligations under the Basel Convention and to protect public health and the environment.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/epd/waste/index.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Waste and Water Management Group

Environmental Protection Department

Tel : (852) 2755 5462; Fax : (852) 2305 0453

E-mail : epdwmg@hkstar.com
The contact point for further information is :

Waste and Water Management Group

Environmental Protection Department

Tel : (852) 2755 5462; Fax : (852) 2305 0453

E-mail : epdwmg@hkstar.com
Dutiable Commodities :

Licences are required for the export of dutiable commodities (tobacco, liquors, methyl alcohol and hydrocarbon oils) so as to protect the excise duty imposed on these commodities.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/customs/licence/commodities/index.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Enquiry Hot-line Team

Customs Intelligence and Liaison Bureau

Customs and Excise Department

Tel : (852) 2815 7711; Fax : (852) 2540 3334

E-mail : customeq@customs.gcn.gov.hk
Left Hand Drive Vehicles and Outboard Engines :

Licences are required for the export of left hand drive vehicles and outboard engines exceeding 111.9 kilowatts, so as to tackle smuggling of these products.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/customs/licence/left/index.htm and http://www.info.gov.hk/customs/licence/outboard/index.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Enquiry Hot-line Team

Customs Intelligence and Liaison Bureau

Customs and Excise Department

Tel : (852) 2815 7711; Fax : (852) 2540 3334

E-mail : customeq@customs.gcn.gov.hk
Strategic Commodities :

Licences are required for the export of strategic commodities such as arms and ammunition, radio transmitting equipment, explosives etc, so as to protect public safety and security, and/or to comply with international agreements.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/tid/faq/strategic.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Strategic Trade Controls Branch

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5639; Fax : (852) 2396 3070

E-mail : helencheng@tid.gov.hk

	Short/Medium Term 

(2001 - 2005)

Textiles and Clothing :

To abolish all import/export licensing requirements and quantitative export restrictions for textiles and clothing by 2005, upon the complete phasing out of quantitative restrictions imposed on Hong Kong, China under the WTO Agreement on Textiles and Clothing, unless justified under WTO agreements.

Short/Medium/Long Term 

(2001 - 2010)

General :

To review the existing non-tariff measures in the light of advancement in technology, etc and remove measures rendered unnecessary by such advancement.

To streamline licensing and certification procedures where appropriate.



	Voluntary Export Restraints


	Not applicable.

	Hong Kong, China does not maintain any voluntary export restraints.
	No further action required.


	Export Subsidies


	Not applicable.

	Hong Kong, China does not maintain any export subsidies scheme.

	No further action required.


	Minimum Import Prices


	Not applicable.

	Hong Kong, China does not maintain any minimum import price requirements.

	No further action required.


	Other Non-Tariff

Measures Maintained


	No substantial changes took place in 2000.

	Agricultural Products; Fish and Fish Products :

Export, veterinary and phytosanitary certificates are required for the export of plants, poultry carcasses or poultry products, and food containing animal, poultry or fisheries products to certain countries, so as to fulfil the requirements of the importing countries.

The following requirements are in force to protect public health :

-
the import of meat, game, poultry has to be covered by an official health certificate from the country of origin;

-
the import of game and prohibited meat (the kinds of meat specified in the Schedule to the Imported Game, Meat and Poultry Regulations whose sanitary condition cannot be ascertained) has to be approved in writing by the Director of Food and Environmental Hygiene; and

-
the import of milk and milk beverage and frozen confections has to be from a source of manufacture approved by the Director of Food and Environmental Hygiene.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/fehd/safefood/control-import.html.

The contact point for further information is :

Food Surveillance and Certification Section

Food and Public Health Branch

Food and Environmental Hygiene Department

Tel : (852) 2867 5582; Fax : (852) 2521 4784

E-mail : skeiwong@fehd.gov.hk
Information on veterinary and phytosanitary matters can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/afd/animal/index.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Tel : (852) 2150 6666; Fax : (852) 2311 3731

E-mail : afcdenq@netvigator.com

	Short/Medium/Long Term 

(2001 - 2010)

General :

To review the existing non-tariff measures in the light of advancement in technology, etc and remove measures rendered unnecessary by such advancement.

To streamline licensing and certification procedures where appropriate.


	Improvements in Hong Kong, China's Approach to Non-Tariff Measures since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	General Policy

Position


	Hong Kong did not maintain any non-tariff measures (NTMs) for the protection of domestic industries.  It only maintained those NTMs required to protect public health, safety, security and the environment, and to fulfil its obligations under international agreements.
	We have been consistently reviewing our non-tariff measures in the light of advancement in technology, etc and remove measures rendered unnecessary by such advancement; as well as streamlining licensing and certification procedures where appropriate.


	Quantitative Import Restrictions/

Prohibitions


	Quantitative restrictions were applied on the imports of rice and ozone-depleting substances.  Separately, the imports of highly endangered species of flora and fauna, certain ozone-depleting substances, and amosite and crocidolite (two toxic forms of asbestos) were prohibited.

	Rice :

An optional quota system has been introduced since 1997 whereby rice stockholders can have increased flexibility by phases in determining the quantity of rice to import.  (1997 IAP)

The quantity of reserve stock to be maintained by rice stockholders in proportion to their import quantity has been reduced by phases since 1998.



	Quantitative Export Restrictions/

Prohibitions


	Quantitative restriction was applied on exports of textiles and clothing.  Separately, the exports of highly endangered species of flora and fauna were prohibited.

	The restrictions/prohibitions are maintained to fulfil Hong Kong, China's obligations under international agreements.


	Import Levies


	Hong Kong did not collect levies on imports.

	Not applicable.


	Export Levies


	Hong Kong did not collect levies on exports.

	Not applicable.


	Discretionary Import Licensing


	Import licensing requirements were applied on rice, ozone-depleting substances, textiles and clothing, frozen and chilled meat and poultry, plants and plant pests, endangered species of animals and plants, live animals and birds, dutiable commodities (tobacco, liquors, methyl alcohol and hydrocarbon oils), pesticides and controlled chemicals, pharmaceutical products, medicines, dangerous drugs, arms and ammunition, radio transmitting equipment, explosives and other strategic commodities, left hand drive vehicles and outboard engines exceeding 111.9 kilowatts, soil and sand, and radioactive substances and irradiating apparatuses.  Permits were also required for all waste import activities.

	General – Air Cargo Transshipment Facilitation :

The Air Cargo Transshipment (Facilitation) Ordinance came into effect on 26 May 2000, whereby certain categories of non-sensitive goods meeting the requirement of air transshipment cargo are exempted from the need to obtain licences/permits.  (2000 IAP)

Rice :

The requirements of registering as rice stockholders to import rice has been relaxed in 2000.  The number of registered rice stockholders who can import rice for local consumption has been increased.  (2000 IAP)

Frozen or Chilled Meat and Poultry :

Frozen or chilled meat and poultry has been removed from the list of reserved commodities with effect from 1 August 2000 whereby importers of the commodities are no longer required to be registered as stockholders to keep a reserve stock and to submit monthly returns on imports, sales and storage.  Import licensing requirement for frozen or chilled meat and poultry is maintained for the purpose of protecting public health.  (2000 IAP)



	Automatic Import Licensing


	Hong Kong did not maintain any automatic import licensing requirements.

	Not applicable.


	Discretionary Export Licensing


	Export licensing requirements were applied on rice, ozone-depleting substances, textiles and clothing, frozen or chilled meat and poultry, endangered species of animals and plants,  protected wild animals killed or taken in Hong Kong, nests or eggs of protected wild animals taken in Hong Kong, dutiable commodities (tobacco, liquors, methyl alcohol and hydrocarbon oils), pesticides and controlled chemicals, pharmaceutical products, medicines, dangerous drugs, arms and ammunition, radio transmitting equipment, explosives and other strategic commodities, television sets and video cassette recorders/players (by vessels less than 250 gross tons), and left hand drive vehicles and outboard engines exceeding 111.9 kilowatts.  Licences and permits were also required for transshipment/transit of live animals and birds, and all waste export activities respectively.

	General – Air Cargo Transshipment (Facilitation) :

The Air Cargo Transshipment (Facilitation) Ordinance came into effect on 26 May 2000, whereby certain categories of non-sensitive goods meeting the requirement of air transshipment cargo are exempted from the need to obtain licences/permits.  (2000 IAP)

Frozen or Chilled Meat and Poultry :

Export licensing requirement for frozen or chilled meat and poultry has been lifted on 1 August 2000.  (2000 IAP)

Textiles and Clothing :

Certificate of Origin requirement for export of textiles and clothing to the US market was lifted in 1998.  (1998 IAP)

Starting from 1999, the submission and processing of all Restraint Textiles Export Licence applications, amendment/cancellation requests, carrier notifications as well as the electronic transmission of licence visa for customs clearance at the importing end (for the US market only) have been conducted via Electronic Data Interchange.  (1999 IAP)



	Voluntary Export Restraints


	Hong Kong did not maintain any voluntary export restraints.
	Not applicable.


	Export Subsidies


	Hong Kong did not maintain any export subsidies scheme.

	Not applicable.

	Minimum Import Prices


	Hong Kong did not maintain any minimum import price requirements.

	Not applicable.


	Other Non-Tariff

Measures Maintained


	Health certification was required for the export of poultry carcasses or poultry products, and food containing animal, poultry or fish products to certain countries.

The import of meat, game, poultry had to be covered by an official health certificate from the country of origin.

The import of game and prohibited meat had to be approved in writing by relevant Hong Kong authority.

The import of milk and milk beverage and frozen confections had to be from a source of manufacture approved by the relevant Hong Kong authority.


	The measures are maintained to fulfil the requirements of the importing countries or protecting public health.



